President Berdymukhamedov

744000; g. Ashgabat,

Apparat Prezidenta,

Prezidentu Turkmenistana,

TURKMENISTAN 

Dear President Berdymukhamedov,

I am writing to welcome the news that Mukhametkuli Aymuradov, who has been imprisoned since 1995, is due to be released on 2 May 2009. However, I continue to urge you to ensure that Mukhametkuli Aymuradov is released promptly on the promised date. I am particularly concerned at allegations that he was imprisoned following an unfair trial and that repeated calls by human rights organisations for a fair retrial have gone unheeded for 12 years. Pending his release, I also ask for your assurance that Mukhametkuli Aymuradov will receive appropriate medical treatment, as I understand that he is in extremely poor health.

Finally, I wish to express my concern at reports that criminal charges against Mukhametkuli Aymuradov have been used solely to punish him for his association with exiled opponents of the government of Turkmenistan. This would be in violation of Articles 19 ('freedom of expression') and 20 ('freedom of association') of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Turkmenistan is a party. 

I look forward to hearing from you on this important matter.

Sincerely,

