President Ilham Aliyev

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Office of the President

19 Istiqlaiyyat St.

AZ1066 Baku

Azerbaijan

Dear President Aliyev

Two young bloggers, Emin Abdullayev (aged 30) and Adnan Hajizade (aged 26) have been sentenced to two and a half and two years, respectively, after an unfair trial.

Adnan Hajizade posted a satirical video on the video-sharing website YouTube on 28 June. He and Emin Abdullayev were approached in a restaurant in Baku by two men on 8 July. When they refused to tell the men what they were talking about, one of the men struck them, knocked them down and kicked them until restaurant staff intervened.

Emin Abdullayev and Adnan Hajizade immediately reported the incident to the police. The police, treating them as suspects, interrogated them for five hours, denied them access to a lawyer of their choice, then arrested and charged Emin Abdullayev and Adnan Hajizade with ‘hooliganism’ and inflicting minor bodily harm.

Police and prosecutors failed to interview witnesses and obtain video evidence and wrongly submitted documents stating Adnan Hajizade was unemployed and had a criminal record. The court refused to examine photographs of the injuries they sustained in the restaurant.

Amnesty International believes Emin Abdullayev and Adnan Hajizade are prisoners of conscience, detained solely for the peaceful exercise of their right to freedom of expression and association.

Accordingly, I call for the immediate and unconditional release of Adnan Hajizade and Emin Abdullayev.

Yours respectfully and sincerely

